
Dave & Greg,

I have spoken with both of you over the past several weeks.  You both agree that you are currently 
estranged because of a series of events and experiences in recent years that have left wounds on both 
sides.  You have not communicated in any meaningful manner for several years and without an 
“outside” mediator, there is little likelihood that you would expect to reconcile.
 
I am willing to participate in a process that is intended to lead to a family reconciliation because of 
my respect for the Swan family, my faith that compels me to be a peacemaker, my long term 
relationship with you both, and my own personal experience witnessing the harm that comes from 
family estrangement.
 
Before moving forward with any specific plan of action, I wish to share the following observations:
1.              Honesty is a precondition for reconciliation. “Truth builds edifices that can stand a 
thousand years. Truth reduces the terrible complexity of a man to the simplicity of his word, 
so that he can become a partner, rather than an enemy. Truth makes the past truly past, and 
makes the best use of the future’s possibilities. Truth is the ultimate, inexhaustible natural 
resource. It’s the light in the darkness.” Jordan Peterson
2.              Discomfort is part of healing. Choosing not to heal a wound is more painful.
3.              Conscience is an essential element to spiritual and emotional healing.  An honest examination 
of conscience combined with a desire to request and receive God’s abundant merciful grace 
exponentially increases the likelihood of reconciliation.
4.              Humility is what I offer you as I voluntarily accept this offer to bring two brothers together.  I 
am an untrained, humble believer in Jesus who will be seeking direction in prayer about the best 



course of action. I have no predetermined process in seeking to exit this desert other than a sincere 
desire to act as a peacemaker.
Before I engage with you collectively, I would ask that you take the time to answer the following 
questions in writing:
1.              Why do you wish to reconcile with your sibling? 

It’s been since 2016. Dave is 64, reminding me of the Beatles song referring to that age as “Close to 
the end”. My Mom died at 66. My CONSCIENCE does not feel clear answering God’s impending 
question  “Did I do everything I could to make it right?” If he dies, I’d be a mess. Plus, I love Dave. 
Have since he was my hero as a kid from second grade through Eagle Scout. I cried when he went to 
College. 

2.              Are there obstacles (character concerns - maximum three) to a reconciliation with your 
sibling? 

Dave has treated me with 1) contempt my entire adult life. There is 2) judgement and lack of 
acceptance. It’s been bad. Celebrating his only brother, actually knowing what I do, praying with and 
encouraging me, ever asking me about losing Drew? ZIPPO. 

3.              What are the open wounds (past experiences - maximum three) that you carry from past 
events? 

“Greg, I believe you are a COMPLETE narcissist.” “I admit, I don’t respect you.” “You’re not a 
generous person. You don’t give to anyone.” “You’re a mess - just look at yourself.” Dave’s 



gossiping and scheming behind my back and planning that failed intervention….IN MY OFFICE! 
Unreal. 

4.              Are you willing and able to forgive past indiscretions & errors? 

Already have. I pray HARD for David daily and for us to be best friends. The impossible dream. 

5.              Have you already forgiven your sibling in prayer or in your conscience? 

Done deal dot com. 

6.              Do you have any preconditions to meeting in person? 

SIGH. Following your lead John. It was BAD last time. Haunting, crippling, awful. I could go 
another lifetime without being verbally abused like that. “I’d like to talk to you about mental 
illness.” He’s lucky I didn’t punch him right there. I’d been saving up for his deserved ass kicking 
and that nearly sent me over the edge.   

7.              Are you willing to accept some degree of responsibility for the estrangement? 

Yes, I left after getting us together after he said the above. I don’t talk to Dave as well. I was boxed 
out of family weddings. I wanted him to get out his “Hard Talk” so we could begin again - then he 
ghosted me. 



8.              What is a realistic objective, in the short term, that is meaningful and that would have value 
attempting to accomplish with regard to your relationship with your sibling? 

Clear conscience, at peace. Removal of any guilt. Connecting again with Joanne ultimately. 

9.              Are you willing and able to seek God’s grace in attempting to reconcile this relationship? 

Of course. No other way forward.

10.           Is there anything you want your sibling to know that they probably don’t know given the 
recent period of estrangement? 

There is a lack of awareness in Dave in my experience and opinion that I have given up on. He’s a 
nerd at heart which I like, but it's been superficial between us like what seems forever. “Here’s what 
I’ve done. Here’s my kids and grandkids. Here’s what I own.” Oy. Name a friend you enjoy building 
a relationship like that.
 
Once I read your responses, I will take some time to reflect on what’s the  next best step for us.  In 
the meantime, my prayer for you is that you possess the faithful optimism of St. Francis of Assisi.  
Amen. Will do. 

"All the darkness in the world cannot extinguish the light of a single candle".  

We are all believers in Jesus Christ - do not let the past make the future seem impossible.  With 
Christ, all things are possible. Well chosen John. Can’t beat that.



Peace,
John

THANK YOU JOHN! Now I feel better for some ridiculous reason.


