
2 Kings 9:14-10:31

Good News Translation

King Joram of Israel Is Killed

14-15 Then Jehu plotted against King Joram, who was 
in Jezreel, where he had gone to recover from the 
wounds which he had received in the battle at Ramoth 
against King Hazael of Syria. So Jehu said to his 
fellow officers, “If you are with me, make sure that no 
one slips out of Ramoth to go and warn the people in 
Jezreel.” 16 Then he got into his chariot and set off for 
Jezreel. Joram had still not recovered, and King 
Ahaziah of Judah was there, visiting him.

17 A guard on duty in the watchtower at Jezreel saw 
Jehu and his men approaching. “I see some men 
riding up!” he called out.

Joram replied, “Send a rider to find out if they are 
friends or enemies.”



18 The messenger rode out to Jehu and said to him, 
“The king wants to know if you come as a friend.”

“That's none of your business!” Jehu answered. “Fall in 
behind me.”

The guard on the watchtower reported that the 
messenger had reached the group but was not 
returning. 19 Another messenger was sent out, who 
asked Jehu the same question. Again Jehu answered, 
“That's none of your business! Fall in behind me.”

20 Once more the guard reported that the messenger 
had reached the group but was not returning. And he 
added, “The leader of the group is driving his chariot 
like a madman, just like Jehu!”

21 “Get my chariot ready,” King Joram ordered. It was 
done, and he and King Ahaziah rode out, each in his 
own chariot, to meet Jehu. They met him at the field 
which had belonged to Naboth. 22 “Are you coming in 
peace?” Joram asked him.



“How can there be peace,” Jehu answered, “when we 
still have all the witchcraft and idolatry that your mother 
Jezebel started?”

23 “It's treason, Ahaziah!” Joram cried out, as he turned 
his chariot around and fled. 24 Jehu drew his bow, and 
with all his strength shot an arrow that struck Joram in 
the back and pierced his heart. Joram fell dead in his 
chariot, 25 and Jehu said to his aide Bidkar, “Get his 
body and throw it in the field that belonged to Naboth. 
Remember that when you and I were riding together 
behind King Joram's father Ahab, the Lord spoke these 
words against Ahab: 26 ‘I saw the murder of Naboth 
and his sons yesterday. And I promise that I will punish 
you here in this same field.’ So take Joram's body,” 
Jehu ordered his aide, “and throw it in the field that 
belonged to Naboth, so as to fulfill the Lord's promise.”

King Ahaziah of Judah Is Killed

27 King Ahaziah saw what happened, so he fled in his 
chariot toward the town of Beth Haggan, pursued by 
Jehu. “Kill him too!” Jehu ordered his men, and they 
wounded him[a] as he drove his chariot on the road up 
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to Gur, near the town of Ibleam. But he managed to 
keep on going until he reached the city of Megiddo, 
where he died. 28 His officials took his body back to 
Jerusalem in a chariot and buried him in the royal 
tombs in David's City.

29 Ahaziah had become king of Judah in the eleventh 
year that Joram son of Ahab was king of Israel.

Queen Jezebel Is Killed

30 Jehu arrived in Jezreel. Jezebel, having heard what 
had happened, put on eye shadow, arranged her hair, 
and stood looking down at the street from a window in 
the palace. 31 As Jehu came through the gate, she 
called out, “You Zimri![b] You assassin! Why are you 
here?”

32 Jehu looked up and shouted, “Who is on my side?” 
Two or three palace officials looked down at him from 
a window, 33 and Jehu said to them, “Throw her down!” 
They threw her down, and her blood spattered on the 
wall and on the horses. Jehu drove his horses and 
chariot over her body, 34 entered the palace, and had a 
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meal. Only then did he say, “Take that cursed woman 
and bury her; after all, she is a king's daughter.” 35 But 
the men who went out to bury her found nothing 
except her skull and the bones of her hands and 
feet. 36 When they reported this to Jehu, he said, “This 
is what the Lord said would happen, when he spoke 
through his servant Elijah: ‘Dogs will eat Jezebel's 
body in the territory of Jezreel. 37 Her remains will be 
scattered there like dung, so that no one will be able to 
identify them.’”

The Descendants of Ahab Are Killed

10 There were seventy descendants of King Ahab 
living in the city of Samaria. Jehu wrote a letter and 
sent copies to the rulers of the city,[c] to the leading 
citizens, and to the guardians of Ahab's descendants. 
The letter read: 2 “You are in charge of the king's 
descendants, and you have at your disposal chariots, 
horses, weapons, and fortified cities. So then, as soon 
as you receive this letter, 3 you are to choose the best 
qualified of the king's descendants, make him king, 
and fight to defend him.”
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4 The rulers of Samaria were terrified. “How can we 
oppose Jehu,” they said, “when neither King Joram nor 
King Ahaziah could?” 5 So the officer in charge of the 
palace and the official in charge of the city, together 
with the leading citizens and the guardians, sent this 
message to Jehu: “We are your servants, and we are 
ready to do anything you say. But we will not make 
anyone king; do whatever you think best.”

6 Jehu wrote them another letter: “If you are with me 
and are ready to follow my orders, bring the heads of 
King Ahab's descendants to me at Jezreel by this time 
tomorrow.”

The seventy descendants of King Ahab were under the 
care of the leading citizens of Samaria, who were 
bringing them up. 7 When Jehu's letter was received, 
the leaders of Samaria killed all seventy of Ahab's 
descendants, put their heads in baskets, and sent 
them to Jehu at Jezreel.

8 When Jehu was told that the heads of Ahab's 
descendants had been brought, he ordered them to be 



piled up in two heaps at the city gate and to be left 
there until the following morning. 9 In the morning he 
went out to the gate and said to the people who were 
there, “I was the one who plotted against King Joram 
and killed him; you are not responsible for that. But 
who killed all these? 10 This proves that everything that 
the Lord said about the descendants of Ahab will come 
true. The Lord has done what he promised through his 
prophet Elijah.” 11 Then Jehu put to death all the other 
relatives of Ahab living in Jezreel, and all his officers, 
close friends, and priests; not one of them was left 
alive.

The Relatives of King Ahaziah Are Killed

12 Jehu left Jezreel to go to Samaria. On the way, at a 
place called “Shepherds' Camp,” 13 he met some 
relatives of the late King Ahaziah of Judah and asked 
them, “Who are you?”

“Ahaziah's relatives,” they answered. “We are going to 
Jezreel to pay our respects to the children of Queen 
Jezebel and to the rest of the royal family.” 14 Jehu 
ordered his men, “Take them alive!” They seized them, 



and he put them to death near a pit there. There were 
forty-two people in all, and not one of them was left 
alive.

All Remaining Relatives of Ahab Are Killed

15 Jehu started out again, and on his way he was met 
by Jonadab son of Rechab. Jehu greeted him and 
said, “You and I think alike. Will you support me?”

“I will,” Jonadab answered.

“Give me your hand, then,” Jehu replied. They clasped 
hands, and Jehu helped him up into the 
chariot, 16 saying, “Come with me and see for yourself 
how devoted I am to the Lord.” And they rode on 
together to Samaria. 17 When they arrived there, Jehu 
killed all of Ahab's relatives, not sparing even one. This 
is what the Lord had told Elijah would happen.

The Worshipers of Baal Are Killed

18 Jehu called the people of Samaria together and 
said, “King Ahab served the god Baal a little, but I will 
serve him much more. 19 Call together all the prophets 



of Baal, all his worshipers, and all his priests. No one 
is excused; I am going to offer a great sacrifice to Baal, 
and whoever is not present will be put to death.” (This 
was a trick on the part of Jehu by which he meant to 
kill all the worshipers of Baal.) 20 Then Jehu ordered, 
“Proclaim a day of worship in honor of Baal!” The 
proclamation was made, 21 and Jehu sent word 
throughout all the land of Israel. All who worshiped 
Baal came; not one of them failed to come. They all 
went into the temple of Baal, filling it from one end to 
the other. 22 Then Jehu ordered the priest in charge of 
the sacred robes to bring the robes out and give them 
to the worshipers. 23 After that, Jehu himself went into 
the temple with Jonadab son of Rechab and said to 
the people there, “Make sure that only worshipers of 
Baal are present and that no worshiper of the Lord has 
come in.” 24 Then he and Jonadab went in to offer 
sacrifices and burnt offerings to Baal. He had stationed 
eighty men outside the temple and had instructed 
them: “You are to kill all these people; anyone who lets 
one of them escape will pay for it with his life!”



25 As soon as Jehu had presented the offerings, he 
said to the guards and officers, “Go in and kill them all; 
don't let anyone escape!” They went in with drawn 
swords, killed them all, and dragged the bodies 
outside. Then they went on into the inner sanctuary of 
the temple, 26 brought out the sacred pillar that was 
there, and burned it. 27 So they destroyed the sacred 
pillar and the temple, and turned the temple into a 
latrine—which it still is today.

28 That was how Jehu wiped out the worship of Baal in 
Israel. 29 But he imitated the sin of King Jeroboam, 
who led Israel into the sin of worshiping the gold bull-
calves he set up in Bethel and in Dan. 30 The Lord said 
to Jehu, “You have done to Ahab's descendants 
everything I wanted you to do. So I promise you that 
your descendants, down to the fourth generation, will 
be kings of Israel.” 31 But Jehu did not obey with all his 
heart the Law of the Lord, the God of Israel; instead, 
he followed the example of Jeroboam, who led Israel 
into sin.

Footnotes



a. 2 Kings 9:27 Some ancient translations and they wounded him; Hebrew does not have 

these words.

b. 2 Kings 9:31 An Israelite army officer who assassinated the king of Israel (see 1 K 

16.8-12).

c. 2 Kings 10:1 Some ancient translations the city; Hebrew Jezreel.

Acts 17

Good News Translation

In Thessalonica

17 Paul and Silas traveled on through Amphipolis 
and Apollonia and came to Thessalonica, where there 
was a synagogue. 2 According to his usual habit Paul 
went to the synagogue. There during three Sabbaths 
he held discussions with the people, quoting 3 and 
explaining the Scriptures, and proving from them that 
the Messiah had to suffer and rise from death. “This 
Jesus whom I announce to you,” Paul said, “is the 
Messiah.” 4 Some of them were convinced and joined 
Paul and Silas; so did many of the leading women and 
a large group of Greeks who worshiped God.
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5 But some Jews were jealous and gathered worthless 
loafers from the streets and formed a mob. They set 
the whole city in an uproar and attacked the home of a 
man named Jason, in an attempt to find Paul and Silas 
and bring them out to the people. 6 But when they did 
not find them, they dragged Jason and some other 
believers before the city authorities and shouted, 
“These men have caused trouble everywhere! Now 
they have come to our city, 7 and Jason has kept them 
in his house. They are all breaking the laws of the 
Emperor, saying that there is another king, whose 
name is Jesus.” 8 With these words they threw the 
crowd and the city authorities in an uproar. 9 The 
authorities made Jason and the others pay the 
required amount of money to be released, and then let 
them go.

In Berea

10 As soon as night came, the believers sent Paul and 
Silas to Berea. When they arrived, they went to the 
synagogue. 11 The people there were more open-
minded than the people in Thessalonica. They listened 



to the message with great eagerness, and every day 
they studied the Scriptures to see if what Paul said 
was really true. 12 Many of them believed; and many 
Greek women of high social standing and many Greek 
men also believed. 13 But when the Jews in 
Thessalonica heard that Paul had preached the word 
of God in Berea also, they came there and started 
exciting and stirring up the mobs. 14 At once the 
believers sent Paul away to the coast; but both Silas 
and Timothy stayed in Berea. 15 The men who were 
taking Paul went with him as far as Athens and then 
returned to Berea with instructions from Paul that Silas 
and Timothy should join him as soon as possible.

In Athens

16 While Paul was waiting in Athens for Silas and 
Timothy, he was greatly upset when he noticed how 
full of idols the city was. 17 So he held discussions in 
the synagogue with the Jews and with the Gentiles 
who worshiped God, and also in the public square 
every day with the people who happened to come 
by. 18 Certain Epicurean and Stoic teachers also 



debated with him. Some of them asked, “What is this 
ignorant show-off trying to say?”

Others answered, “He seems to be talking about 
foreign gods.” They said this because Paul was 
preaching about Jesus and the resurrection.[a] 19 So 
they took Paul, brought him before the city council, the 
Areopagus, and said, “We would like to know what this 
new teaching is that you are talking about. 20 Some of 
the things we hear you say sound strange to us, and 
we would like to know what they mean.” (21 For all the 
citizens of Athens and the foreigners who lived there 
liked to spend all their time telling and hearing the 
latest new thing.)

22 Paul stood up in front of the city council and said, “I 
see that in every way you Athenians are very 
religious. 23 For as I walked through your city and 
looked at the places where you worship, I found an 
altar on which is written, ‘To an Unknown God.’ That 
which you worship, then, even though you do not know 
it, is what I now proclaim to you. 24 God, who made the 
world and everything in it, is Lord of heaven and earth 
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and does not live in temples made by human 
hands. 25 Nor does he need anything that we can 
supply by working for him, since it is he himself who 
gives life and breath and everything else to 
everyone. 26 From one human being he created all 
races of people and made them live throughout the 
whole earth. He himself fixed beforehand the exact 
times and the limits of the places where they would 
live. 27 He did this so that they would look for him, and 
perhaps find him as they felt around for him. Yet God is 
actually not far from any one of us; 28 as someone has 
said,

‘In him we live and move and exist.’  
It is as some of your poets have said, 
‘We too are his children.’
29 Since we are God's children, we should not suppose 
that his nature is anything like an image of gold or 
silver or stone, shaped by human art and skill. 30 God 
has overlooked the times when people did not know 
him, but now he commands all of them everywhere to 
turn away from their evil ways. 31 For he has fixed a 
day in which he will judge the whole world with justice 



by means of a man he has chosen. He has given proof 
of this to everyone by raising that man from death!”

32 When they heard Paul speak about a raising from 
death, some of them made fun of him, but others said, 
“We want to hear you speak about this again.” 33 And 
so Paul left the meeting. 34 Some men joined him and 
believed, among whom was Dionysius, a member of 
the council; there was also a woman named Damaris, 
and some other people.

Read full chapter

Footnotes

a. Acts 17:18 In Greek, the feminine noun “resurrection” could be understood to be the 

name of a goddess.

Psalm 144

Good News Translation

A King Thanks God for Victory[a]

144 
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Praise the Lord, my protector! 
He trains me for battle  
    and prepares me for war.
2 

He is my protector and defender, 
    my shelter and savior, 
    in whom I trust for safety. 
He subdues the nations under me.
3 

Lord, what are mortals, that you notice them; 
    mere mortals, that you pay attention to us?
4 

We are like a puff of wind; 
    our days are like a passing shadow.
5 

O Lord, tear the sky open and come down; 
    touch the mountains, and they will pour out smoke.
6 

Send flashes of lightning and scatter your enemies; 
    shoot your arrows and send them running.
7 



Reach down from above, 
    pull me out of the deep water, and rescue me; 
    save me from the power of foreigners,
8 

    who never tell the truth  
    and lie even under oath.
9 

I will sing you a new song, O God; 
    I will play the harp and sing to you.
10 

You give victory to kings 
    and rescue your servant David.
11 

Save me from my cruel enemies; 
    rescue me from the power of foreigners, 
    who never tell the truth  
    and lie even under oath.
12 

May our sons in their youth  
    be like plants that grow up strong. 
May our daughters be like stately columns 
    which adorn the corners of a palace.



13 

May our barns be filled  
    with crops of every kind. 
May the sheep in our fields 
    bear young by the tens of thousands.
14 

May our cattle reproduce plentifully 
    without miscarriage or loss. 
May there be no cries of distress in our streets.
15 

Happy is the nation of whom this is true; 
    happy are the people whose God is the Lord!
Read full chapter

Footnotes

a. Psalm 144:1 HEBREW TITLE: By David.

Proverbs 17:27-28

Good News Translation

27 Those who are sure of themselves do not talk all the time. 

People who stay calm have real insight. 28 After all, even fools 
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may be thought wise and intelligent if they stay quiet and keep 

their mouths shut.

Tobit 9

Good News Translation

The Journey to Rages

9 
Then Tobias called Raphael and said to him,
2 

    Azarias, take four of the servants with you, and two 
camels, and go to Gabael's house in the town of 
Rages. Give him the signed document, so that he will 
give you the money. Then bring him back with you for 
the wedding feast. 3-4 You know that my father is 
counting the days until I come home, and he will be 
very upset if I am even one day late. You know, too, 
how Raguel insists that I must stay, and I cannot 
disappoint him.



5 So Raphael and the four servants went to Rages in Media, 

where they stayed at Gabael's house. Raphael gave him the 

signed document and told him that Tobit's son Tobias had recently 

married, and that Gabael was invited to the wedding feast. At 

once Gabael counted out the bags of money, which were still 

sealed, and they loaded them on the camels.[a] 6 Very early the 

next morning, they set out for the wedding feast. When Raphael 

and Gabael came to Raguel's house, they found Tobias at dinner. 

Tobias immediately got up and greeted Gabael. With tears in his 

eyes Gabael returned the greeting and added,

You are just like your honest and generous father. May 
the Lord in heaven bless you and your wife, your 
mother-in-law, and your father. Praise God! He has let 
me live to see my cousin Tobias, who looks so much 
like his father.
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