
2 Kings 4:18-5:27

Good News Translation

18 Some years later, at harvest time, the boy went out 
one morning to join his father, who was in the field with 
the harvest workers. 19 Suddenly he cried out to his 
father, “My head hurts! My head hurts!”

“Carry the boy to his mother,” the father said to a 
servant. 20 The servant carried the boy back to his 
mother, who held him in her lap until noon, at which 
time he died. 21 She carried him up to Elisha's room, 
put him on the bed and left, closing the door behind 
her. 22 Then she called her husband and said to him, 
“Send a servant here with a donkey. I need to go to the 
prophet Elisha. I'll be back as soon as I can.”

23 “Why do you have to go today?” her husband asked. 
“It's neither a Sabbath nor a New Moon Festival.”[a]

“Never mind,” she answered. 24 Then she had the 
donkey saddled, and ordered the servant, “Make the 
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donkey go as fast as it can, and don't slow down 
unless I tell you to.” 25 So she set out and went to 
Mount Carmel, where Elisha was.

Elisha saw her coming while she was still some 
distance away, and he said to his servant Gehazi, 
“Look, there comes the woman from Shunem! 26 Hurry 
to her and find out if everything is all right with her, her 
husband, and her son.”

She told Gehazi that everything was all right, 27 but 
when she came to Elisha, she bowed down before him 
and took hold of his feet. Gehazi was about to push 
her away, but Elisha said, “Leave her alone. Can't you 
see she's deeply distressed? And the Lord has not told 
me a thing about it.”

28 The woman said to him, “Sir, did I ask you for a son? 
Didn't I tell you not to get my hopes up?”

29 Elisha turned to Gehazi and said, “Hurry! Take my 
walking stick and go. Don't stop to greet anyone you 
meet, and if anyone greets you, don't take time to 



answer. Go straight to the house and hold my stick 
over the boy.”

30 The woman said to Elisha, “I swear by my loyalty to 
the living Lord and to you that I will not leave you!” So 
the two of them started back together. 31 Gehazi went 
on ahead and held Elisha's stick over the child, but 
there was no sound or any other sign of life. So he 
went back to meet Elisha and said, “The boy didn't 
wake up.”

32 When Elisha arrived, he went alone into the room 
and saw the boy lying dead on the bed. 33 He closed 
the door and prayed to the Lord. 34 Then he lay down 
on the boy, placing his mouth, eyes, and hands on the 
boy's mouth, eyes, and hands. As he lay stretched out 
over the boy, the boy's body started to get 
warm. 35 Elisha got up, walked around the room, and 
then went back and again stretched himself over the 
boy. The boy sneezed seven times and then opened 
his eyes. 36 Elisha called Gehazi and told him to call 
the boy's mother. When she came in, he said to her, 
“Here's your son.” 37 She fell at Elisha's feet, with her 



face touching the ground; then she took her son and 
left.

Two More Miracles

38 Once, when there was a famine throughout the land, 
Elisha returned to Gilgal. While he was teaching a 
group of prophets, he told his servant to put a big pot 
on the fire and make some stew for them. 39 One of 
them went out in the fields to get some herbs. He 
found a wild vine and picked as many gourds as he 
could carry. He brought them back and sliced them up 
into the stew, not knowing what they were. 40 The stew 
was poured out for the men to eat, but as soon as they 
tasted it they exclaimed to Elisha, “It's poisoned!”—and 
wouldn't eat it. 41 Elisha asked for some meal, threw it 
into the pot, and said, “Pour out some more stew for 
them.” And then there was nothing wrong with it.

42 Another time, a man came from Baal Shalishah, 
bringing Elisha twenty loaves of bread made from the 
first barley harvested that year, and some freshly-cut 
heads of grain. Elisha told his servant to feed the 



group of prophets with this, 43 but he answered, “Do 
you think this is enough for a hundred men?”

Elisha replied, “Give it to them to eat, because 
the Lord says that they will eat and still have some left 
over.” 44 So the servant set the food before them, and 
as the Lord had said, they all ate, and there was still 
some left over.

Naaman Is Cured

5 Naaman, the commander of the Syrian army, was 
highly respected and esteemed by the king of Syria, 
because through Naaman the Lord had given victory to 
the Syrian forces. He was a great soldier, but he 
suffered from a dreaded skin disease. 2 In one of their 
raids against Israel, the Syrians had carried off a little 
Israelite girl, who became a servant of Naaman's 
wife. 3 One day she said to her mistress, “I wish that 
my master could go to the prophet who lives in 
Samaria! He would cure him of his disease.” 4 When 
Naaman heard of this, he went to the king and told him 



what the girl had said. 5 The king said, “Go to the king 
of Israel and take this letter to him.”

So Naaman set out, taking thirty thousand pieces of 
silver, six thousand pieces of gold, and ten changes of 
fine clothes. 6 The letter that he took read: “This letter 
will introduce my officer Naaman. I want you to cure 
him of his disease.”

7 When the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his 
clothes in dismay and exclaimed, “How can the king of 
Syria expect me to cure this man? Does he think that I 
am God,[b] with the power of life and death? It's plain 
that he is trying to start a quarrel with me!”

8 When the prophet Elisha heard what had happened, 
he sent word to the king: “Why are you so upset? Send 
the man to me, and I'll show him that there is a prophet 
in Israel!”

9 So Naaman went with his horses and chariot and 
stopped at the entrance to Elisha's house. 10 Elisha 
sent a servant out to tell him to go and wash himself 
seven times in the Jordan River, and he would be 
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completely cured of his disease. 11 But Naaman left in 
a rage, saying, “I thought that he would at least come 
out to me, pray to the Lord his God, wave his hand 
over the diseased spot,[c] and cure me! 12 Besides, 
aren't the rivers Abana and Pharpar, back in 
Damascus, better than any river in Israel? I could have 
washed in them and been cured!”

13 His servants went up to him and said, “Sir, if the 
prophet had told you to do something difficult, you 
would have done it. Now why can't you just wash 
yourself, as he said, and be cured?” 14 So Naaman 
went down to the Jordan, dipped himself in it seven 
times, as Elisha had instructed, and he was completely 
cured. His flesh became firm and healthy like that of a 
child. 15 He returned to Elisha with all his men and 
said, “Now I know that there is no god but the God of 
Israel; so please, sir, accept a gift from me.”

16 Elisha answered, “By the living Lord, whom I serve, I 
swear that I will not accept a gift.”
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Naaman insisted that he accept it, but he would 
not. 17 So Naaman said, “If you won't accept my gift, 
then let me have two mule-loads of earth to take home 
with me,[d] because from now on I will not offer 
sacrifices or burnt offerings to any god except 
the Lord. 18 So I hope that the Lord will forgive me 
when I accompany my king to the temple of Rimmon, 
the god of Syria, and worship him. Surely the Lord will 
forgive me!”

19 “Go in peace,” Elisha said. And Naaman left.

He had gone only a short distance, 20 when Elisha's 
servant Gehazi said to himself, “My master has let 
Naaman get away without paying a thing! He should 
have accepted what that Syrian offered him. By the 
living Lord I will run after him and get something from 
him.” 21 So he set off after Naaman. When Naaman 
saw a man running after him, he got down from his 
chariot to meet him, and asked, “Is something wrong?”

22 “No,” Gehazi answered. “But my master sent me to 
tell you that just now two members of the group of 
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prophets in the hill country of Ephraim arrived, and he 
would like you to give them three thousand pieces of 
silver and two changes of fine clothes.”

23 “Please take six thousand pieces of silver,” Naaman 
replied. He insisted on it, tied up the silver in two bags, 
gave them and two changes of fine clothes to two of 
his servants, and sent them on ahead of 
Gehazi. 24 When they reached the hill where Elisha 
lived, Gehazi took the two bags and carried them into 
the house. Then he sent Naaman's servants 
back. 25 He went back into the house, and Elisha 
asked him, “Where have you been?”

“Oh, nowhere, sir,” he answered.

26 But Elisha said, “Wasn't I there in spirit when the 
man got out of his chariot to meet you? This is no time 
to accept money and clothes, olive groves and 
vineyards, sheep and cattle, or servants! 27 And now 
Naaman's disease will come upon you, and you and 
your descendants will have it forever!”



When Gehazi left, he had the disease—his skin was 
as white as snow.

Acts 15:1-35

Good News Translation

The Meeting at Jerusalem

15 Some men came from Judea to Antioch and 
started teaching the believers, “You cannot be saved 
unless you are circumcised as the Law of Moses 
requires.” 2 Paul and Barnabas got into a fierce 
argument with them about this, so it was decided that 
Paul and Barnabas and some of the others in Antioch 
should go to Jerusalem and see the apostles and 
elders about this matter.

3 They were sent on their way by the church; and as 
they went through Phoenicia and Samaria, they 
reported how the Gentiles had turned to God; this 
news brought great joy to all the believers. 4 When 
they arrived in Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the 



church, the apostles, and the elders, to whom they told 
all that God had done through them. 5 But some of the 
believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees 
stood up and said, “The Gentiles must be circumcised 
and told to obey the Law of Moses.”

6 The apostles and the elders met together to consider 
this question. 7 After a long debate Peter stood up and 
said, “My friends, you know that a long time ago God 
chose me from among you to preach the Good News 
to the Gentiles, so that they could hear and 
believe. 8 And God, who knows the thoughts of 
everyone, showed his approval of the Gentiles by 
giving the Holy Spirit to them, just as he had to 
us. 9 He made no difference between us and them; he 
forgave their sins because they believed. 10 So then, 
why do you now want to put God to the test by laying a 
load on the backs of the believers which neither our 
ancestors nor we ourselves were able to carry? 11 No! 
We believe and are saved by the grace of the Lord 
Jesus, just as they are.”



12 The whole group was silent as they heard Barnabas 
and Paul report all the miracles and wonders that God 
had performed through them among the 
Gentiles. 13 When they had finished speaking, James 
spoke up: “Listen to me, my friends! 14 Simon has just 
explained how God first showed his care for the 
Gentiles by taking from among them a people to 
belong to him. 15 The words of the prophets agree 
completely with this. As the scripture says,

16 

‘After this I will return, says the Lord, 
    and restore the kingdom of David. 
I will rebuild its ruins 
    and make it strong again.
17 

And so all the rest of the human race will come to me, 
    all the Gentiles whom I have called to be my own.
18 

So says the Lord, who made this known long ago.’
19 “It is my opinion,” James went on, “that we should 
not trouble the Gentiles who are turning to 
God. 20 Instead, we should write a letter telling them 



not to eat any food that is ritually unclean because it 
has been offered to idols; to keep themselves from 
sexual immorality; and not to eat any animal that has 
been strangled, or any blood. 21 For the Law of Moses 
has been read for a very long time in the synagogues 
every Sabbath, and his words are preached in every 
town.”

The Letter to the Gentile Believers

22 Then the apostles and the elders, together with the 
whole church, decided to choose some men from the 
group and send them to Antioch with Paul and 
Barnabas. They chose two men who were highly 
respected by the believers, Judas, called Barsabbas, 
and Silas, 23 and they sent the following letter by them:

“We, the apostles and the elders, your brothers, send 
greetings to all our brothers of Gentile birth who live in 
Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia. 
24 

We have heard that some who went from our group 
have troubled and upset you by what they said; they 
had not, however, received any instruction from us. 



25 

And so we have met together and have all agreed to 
choose some messengers and send them to you. They 
will go with our dear friends Barnabas and Paul, 
26 

who have risked their lives in the service of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
27 

We send you, then, Judas and Silas, who will tell you 
in person the same things we are writing. 
28 

The Holy Spirit and we have agreed not to put any 
other burden on you besides these necessary rules: 
29 

    eat no food that has been offered to idols; eat no 
blood; eat no animal that has been strangled; and 
keep yourselves from sexual immorality. You will do 
well if you take care not to do these things. With our 
best wishes.”
30 The messengers were sent off and went to Antioch, 
where they gathered the whole group of believers and 
gave them the letter. 31 When the people read it, they 



were filled with joy by the message of 
encouragement. 32 Judas and Silas, who were 
themselves prophets, spoke a long time with them, 
giving them courage and strength. 33 After spending 
some time there, they were sent off in peace by the 
believers and went back to those who had sent 
them. 34 

35 Paul and Barnabas spent some time in Antioch, and 
together with many others they taught and preached 
the word of the Lord.

Psalm 141

Good News Translation

An Evening Prayer[a]

141 
I call to you, Lord; help me now! 
    Listen to me when I call to you.
2 
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Receive my prayer as incense, 
    my uplifted hands as an evening sacrifice.
3 

Lord, place a guard at my mouth, 
    a sentry at the door of my lips.
4 

Keep me from wanting to do wrong  
    and from joining evil people in their wickedness. 
May I never take part in their feasts.
5 

Good people may punish me and rebuke me in 
kindness, 
    but I will never accept honor from evil people, 
    because I am always praying against their evil 
deeds.
6 

When their rulers are thrown down from rocky cliffs, 
    the people will admit that my words were true.
7 

Like wood that is split and chopped into bits, 
    so their bones are scattered at the edge of the 
grave.[b]
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8 

But I keep trusting in you, my Sovereign Lord. 
    I seek your protection; 
    don't let me die!
9 

Protect me from the traps they have set for me, 
    from the snares of those evildoers.
10 

May the wicked fall into their own traps 
    while I go by unharmed.

Proverbs 17:23

Good News Translation

23 Corrupt judges accept secret bribes, and then 
justice is not done.

Tobit 7: 9-18

But Raguel overheard the question and said to Tobias,



10 

    Eat and drink something first and enjoy yourself this 
evening. You have the right to marry Sarah, and I 
cannot let anyone else marry her, because you are my 
closest relative. But I must tell you the truth, my 
son. 11 I have already given her to seven men, all of 
them relatives. Each one died on his wedding night, as 
soon as he entered the bedroom. But now, my son, 
have something to eat and drink. The Lord will take 
care of you both.
Tobias replied, 
I won't eat or drink until you give me your word.
12 

Raguel agreed. 
    Certainly I will, he said. 
    I will give her to you just as the Law of Moses 
commands. God in heaven has arranged this 
marriage, so take her as your wife. From now on, you 
belong to each other. Sarah is yours today and forever. 
May the Lord of heaven keep both of you safe tonight. 
May he be merciful and kind to you.
The Marriage Ceremony



13 

Then Raguel called his daughter. When she came in, 
he took her by the hand and gave her to Tobias with 
his blessing, 
    Take her to be your wife according to the teachings 
in the Law of Moses. Take her safely with you to your 
father's house. May the God of heaven give you a 
happy life together.
14 Raguel asked his wife to bring him a blank scroll so that he 

could write out the marriage contract. Edna brought him the scroll, 

and Raguel wrote out the agreement, saying that Sarah was 

given to Tobias according to the teachings in the Law of 

Moses. 15 After the ceremony they began the meal.

16 

Raguel called his wife and said, 
    Get the spare room ready, my dear, and take Sarah 
there.
17 

Edna made up the bed as Raguel had told her. Then 
she took Sarah into the room with her, and Sarah 
began to cry.[a] But Edna wiped away her tears and 
said,
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18 

    Don't worry, Sarah. I'm sure the Lord of heaven will 
make you happy this time and not sad. So cheer up, 
my dear. Then Edna left the room.


